Anterograde amnesia a b s t r a c t Many theories of declarative memory propose that it is supported by partially separable processes underpinned by different brain structures. The hippocampus plays a critical role in binding together item and contextual information together and processing the relationships between individual items. By contrast, the processing of individual items and their later recognition can be supported by extrahippocampal regions of the medial temporal lobes (MTL), particularly when recognition is based on feelings of familiarity without the retrieval of any associated information. These theories are domain-general in that "items" might be words, faces, objects, scenes, etc. However, there is mixed evidence that item recognition does not require the hippocampus, or that familiarity-based recognition can be supported by extrahippocampal regions. By contrast, there is compelling evidence that in humans, hippocampal damage does not affect recognition memory for unfamiliar faces, whilst recognition memory for several other stimulus classes is impaired. I propose that regions outside of the hippocampus can support recognition of unfamiliar faces because they are perceived as discrete items and have no prior conceptual associations.
Introduction
Declarative memory refers to memories for facts and events that can be consciously brought to mind and "declared" (Cohen & Squire, 1980) . Declarative memory comprises both semantic memory for knowledge and facts as well as episodic memory for events. The loss of declarative memory, particularly episodic memory, is one of the hallmarks of the amnesic syndrome and declarative episodic memory is what people typically mean when using everyday terms such as "memory" and "remembering". Recognition memory is an important part of declarative episodic memory; most people are familiar with the situation where something cannot be recalled but "I'll remember when I see it". Indeed, the ability to recognise people, objects and
